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Assistant Commissioner for Patents 
Washington, D.C. 20231 

Dear Sir: 

Pursuant to 37 C.F.R. §§ 1.56, 1.97 and 1.98, record is being made below in a Form 
PTO/SB08 of documents which the Patent Office may wish to consider in comiection with 
examination of the above-identified patent appUcation. It is respectfully requested that the cited 
documents be carefully considered by the Examiner and made of record in this case. As provided m 
§1.97(g), no representation is made or intended that a thorough art search was made. As provided m 
37 C.F.R. § 1.97(h), this Information Disclosure Statement does not constitute an admission of any 
kind, and specifically is not an admission that the documents listed on attached form PTO/SB08 are, 
or are considered to be, material to the patentability of the above-identified patent application, as 
defined in 37 C.F.R. § 1.56(b). 

I [] ^7 r F R. S1.97 (b)(1) - U.S. Direct (within S-months of fiting a regular appKcation 

or converted provisional) 

This information disclosure statement, submitted under 37 C.F.R. §1.97 (b)(1), is being filed 
within three months of the filing date of a national application. Therefore, no fee is believed to be 
due. 

2 . [] 37 C.F.R. § 1 .97 (b)(2) - Via PCT (within 3 mo. of Nat'l Stage Entry) 

This information disclosure statement, submitted under 37 C.F.R. §1.97 (b)(2), is being filed 
within three months of the date of entry of the national stage as set forth in 37 C.F.R. §1.491 in an 
international application. Therefore, no fee is believed to be due. 




3. [X] 37 C.F.R. ^L97 (b)(3) - (>3 mo. after filing direct or nat'l stage entry, but 
before 1'^ O.A.) 

This information disclosure statement is being submitted under 37 C.F.R. §1.97 (b)(3). 
Applicants have not received an Office Action on the merits in the present application. Therefore, no 
fee is believed to be due. However, in the event that this paper is crossing in the mail with a first 
Office Action on the merits, authorization is hereby given to charge the required fee pursuant to 37 
C.F.R. §1. 97(c) and 37 C.F.R. §1.17(p) to Deposit Account No. 16-2480 in the name of The Procter 
& Gamble Company. A duplicate of this letter is enclosed to facilitate charging of the fee, if 
necessary. 

THE FOLLOWING IS ADDITIONAL INFORMATION PERTAINING 
TO (2) OR (3) MARKED WITH AN (X) ABOVE. 

(a) [] The Notification of Acceptance of this Application Under 35 U.S.C. §371 
indicates that both a copy of the International Search Report and copies of the references cited 
therein are present in the national stage file. In accordance with MPEP § 1893.03(g), it is respectfully 
requested that the Examiner note the consideration of these references in the fust Office Action via 
the PTO-892 form. 

(b) [] The Notification of Acceptance of this Application Under 35 U.S.C. §371 
indicates that a copy of the International Search Report is present in the national stage file. Copies of 
the references cited in that report are enclosed. 

(c) [] The Notification of Acceptance of this Application Under 35 U.S.C. §371 
does not indicate that a copy of the International Search Report and copies of the references cited are 
present in the national stage file. Copies of the International Search Report and references are 
attached. 

4. [] 37 C.F.R. §1.97 (b)f4) - (before the maUing of a first Office Action after the fiUng of 

a request for continued examination under §1.114) 

This information disclosure statement, submitted under 37 C.F.R. § 1.97(b)(4), is bemg filed 
with the Request for Continued Examination (RCE) under 37 C.F.R. §1.114. 

5. [] Information to be Considered with CPA Filing . This information disclosure 
statement is being filed with a Continued Prosecution Application (CPA) filed under 37 CFR 1.53(d). 

6. [] 37 C.F.R. § 1.97(c) with fee payment - (use after 1'* Office Action & before Final 

Office Action or Notice of Allowance) 

This information disclosure statement is being submitted under 37 C.F.R. § 1.97(c). 
Applicant(s) have not received a final action under 37 C.F.R. §1.113, a notice of allowance under 37 
C.F.R. §1.311, or an action that otherwise closes prosecution in the application (e.g.. Ex parte 
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Quayle) as of the da*e of this submission. Applicant(s) elect to pay the fee set forth in 37 
C.RR. §1.17(p). Please charge the fee set forth in 37 C.F.R. §1.17(p) to Deposit Account Number 
16-2480 in the name of The Procter & Gamble Company. A duplicate copy of this letter is enclosed 
to facilitate the charging of the fee. 

ADDITIONAL ITEMS TO BE NOTED BY THE EXAMINER: 

[] (1) Copies of the cited references were previously cited by or submitted to the USPTO in 

prior application Case No. , U.S. Patent Application Serial No. , filed . Applicants claim 

priority to said application under 35 U.S.C. §120. Accordingly, copies of those documents are not 
provided with this Statement, pursuant to 37 C.F.R. § 1.98(d). 

OR 

[X](2) Copies of the cited documents are enclosed. 

OR 

[] (3) Copies of all said documents, except document No.'s , were submitted and 

considered in parent application U.S. Patent Application Serial No. , filed . 

Applicant(s) claim priority to said application under 35 U.S.C. §120. Accordingly, copies of 

document No.'s are not provided with this Statement, pursuant to 37 C.F.R. 

§ 1.98(d). Copies of document No.'s are enclosed. It is respectfully requested that 

the cited documents be carefully considered by the Examiner and made of record in this case. 

[] (4) Pursuant to 37 C.F.R. § 1.98(c), a concise explanation of the relevance of each cited 
reference that is not in the English language is provided. 

[J (5) Applicants also respectfully request the Examiner to consider and make of record the 
copending applications listed on the attached page. 

[] Additional information is attached. 

Respectfully submitted, 
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U. S. PATENT DOCUMENTS 



EXAMINER 
INmALS* 


Cite 
No.' 


DOCUMENT NUMBER 
Number -Kind Code' (if known) 


Publication Date 
MM-DD-YYYY 


Name of Patentee or Applicant of 
Cited Document 


Pages, Columns, Lines Wliere 
Relevant Passages or Relevant 
Figures Appear 






US-2,905,559 


Sept. 22, 1959 


Anderson, et al. 








US-3,149.978 


Sept. 22, 1964 


Anderson, et al. 








US-5,171,590 


Dec. 15, 1992 


Sluimer 








US-5,171,600 


Dec. 15, 1992 


Young, et al. 





FOREIGN PATENT DOCUMENTS 



EXAMINER 
if^mALS* 


Cite 
No.' 


FOREIGN PATENT DOCUMENT 

Country Code^ Number^ KindCode^ 
(if known) 


Publication Date 
MM-DD-YYYY 


Name of Patentee or Applicant of 
Cited Document 


Pages, Columns, Lines 
Where Relevant Passages 
or Relevant Rgures 
Appear 


7* 






EP 0 348 546 


Jan. 3, 1990 


Willard 










EP 0 482 709 Al 


Apr. 29, 1992 


Lodge, et al. 










GB2 114416 A 


Aug. 24, 1983 


Dawe, et al. 







OTHER PRIOR ART - NON PATENT LITERATURE DOCUMENTS 



EXAMINER 
INmALS* 


Cite 
No.' 


Include name of the author (in CAPITAL LETTERS), title of the article (when appropriate), title of the Item (book, magazine, journal, 
serial, symposium, catalog, etc.), date, page(s), volume-issue number(s), publisher, city and/or country where published 


r 






RAMIREZ, et al. - Cooking Time, Grinding Time, and Moisture Content Effect on Fresh Corn Masa 
Texture, Cereal Chemistry, Vol, 71 , No. 4, 1994, pp. 337-349. — 








GOMiEZ, M.H., et al. - Dry Corn Flour Masa Flours for Tortilla and Snack Foods Production, Cereal 
Foods World, Vol. 32, No. 5, 1987. pp. 372-377. 








ALMEIDA, H.D., et al. - Properties of Commercial Nixtamallzed Corn Flours, Cereal Foods World, Vol. 
41, No. 7, 1996, pp. 624-630. ^ 








CLARK, D.B. - Corn Chip Quality Depends on Masa, Chipper Snacker, Vol. 43, No. 2, 1986, p. 26.-^ 








Azteca Milling Completes Expansion Proiect, Chipper Snacker, Vol. 43, No. 2, 1986, pp. 28-29. ^ 








WHISTLER, ROY L., et al. - Carbohydrate Chemistry for Food Scientists, American Association of 
Cereal Chemists (1 997), pp. 1 1 1 -1 1 3. 








GOVINDASAMY, S., et al. - Enzymatic Hydrolysis of Sago Starch in a Twin Screw Extruder, Journal of 
Food Engineering, Vol. 32. No. 4, 1998, pp. 403-426. 








GOVINDASAMY, S., et al. - Enzymatic Hydrolysis and Saccharification Optimisation of Sago Starch in 
a Twin Screw Extruder, Journal of Food Engineering, Vol. 32, No. 4, 1998, pp. 427-446. 








ROUSSEL, L. - Sequential Heat Gelatinlzation and Enzymatic Hydrolysis of Corn Starch in an 
Extrusion Reactor, Lebensmittel-Wissenschaft-und-Technolgie, Vol. 24, No. 5, 1992, pp. 449-458. y 








KRUGER & MURRAY - Rheology & Texture in Food Quality, Edited by T.M. DeMan, et al. (AVI 
Publishing, Westport, CT. 1976) pp. 427-444 in Chapter 12. 








Starch Chemistry & Technology, Vol. 2, edited by R. Whistler (Academic Press. New York, NY, 1967) 
pp. 449-522 in Chapter 21 . ^ 








OSMAN, E.M. - Food Theory & Applications, edited by P.O. Paul, et al. (John Wiley & Sons, Inc., New 
York, NY, 1972) pp. 165-171 in Chapter 4.-- 








VALENTAS, K.J., et al. - Food Processing Operations and Scale Up (Marcel Dekker Inc., New York, 
NY, 1991) pp. 320-321.,^ 








ANDERSON, R.A., et al. - Gelatinizatiop of Corn Grits by Roll-and-Extrusion Cooking, Cereal Science 
Today, Vol. 14, No. 1, 1969. pp. 4-12. 








CHEN, P., et al. - Some Tensile Characteristics of Bread Crumbs, Journal of Texture Studies, Vol 25 
(1994), pp. 299-310. 





LERCHENTHAL, C.H., et al. - Rheology and Texture of Foodstuff. Society of Chemical Industry, 
London. 1968. pp. 188-219. 



EXAMINER 



DATE CONSIDERED 



EXAMINER- Initial if reference considered, whether or no t citation is in conformance with M P.E P. 609. Draw line through citation it not »n 
conformance and not considered. Include copy of this form with next communication to applicant. 

Washington, D.C. 20231. 



